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This great photo was taken by our Warden, DJ Igelsrud 
on Ash Wednesday. Pictured are: Father Philip,  

Betsy Elkins & Rebecca Livengood 

No Matter Who You Are, Or Where You Have Been, 

There Is A Place For You At St. Paul’s 

March 1st, 2021 Epistle  
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Regathering for Worship 
—by Rev. Philip Major 

Dear sisters and brothers, 

 We have made our way to that hopeful time 
when we are able to begin reopening our church for 
worship and other essential activities.  As I write to you near the end of 
February, the positivity rate for Onondaga County is close to 1%, the best 
it has been for many months. In response to reductions in infections and 
hospitalizations across Central New York, the Diocese of Central New 
York is permitting our congregations to resume limited in-person worship 
services on February 28th. 

 
 During clergy meetings in recent weeks, I voiced my support for 
allowing the resumption of limited in-person worship for four reasons: 

1. Some of our members are not able to participate in online worship 
because they don’t have the necessary equipment or access to the 
internet. 

2. Some of our members have been extremely isolated during recent 
months. Social and physical isolation endanger our spiritual and 
emotional health.   

3. Each week more members of our congregation are vaccinated. 
Vaccination does not eliminate the risk of the virus, but greatly 
reduces the probability of transmission. 

4. Many of us are feeling a deep hunger for communion and other 
parts of worship that are difficult to experience in an online worship 
service. 

 

 I assume we will return to our normal schedule of in-person 
worship services at 8 and 10 a.m. sometime in April, with the livestream 
continuing to be an option for participation at 10 a.m. for many years to 
come. However, our current video camera set-up does not permit us to 
simultaneously hold an in-person worship service and produce a high-
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quality live stream. Our crew is already at work as we make the 
transition to better cameras and permanent mountings for the 
cameras. 
 
 So, at least through the end of March, we will be going 
through a transition period with some unusual service times:  

 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. - Online Holy Eucharist via the livestream. 
Zoom Coffee Hour times will be moved to 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. There 
will be no in-person attendance for this worship service. 

Sundays at 11 a.m. - In-person Holy Eucharist. Please enter 
through the Fayette Street door between 10:45-11:10 a.m. There will 
be organ music, but no in-person Coffee Hour for this service. Masks 
and social distancing will be required.  
 
 This plan allows us to present both alternatives to as many 
members as possible, while conserving our energies and minimizing 
the need for extra cleaning of the building and schedule changes. We 
will be taking all of the precautions we took last October and 
November when our building was open for limited worship. These 
include: masking, 50 person attendance limit, social distancing, 
signing everyone into and out of the building, and one way traffic 
flows in the building. The reopening of our building for in-person 
worship does not mean the situation is 100% safe. However, if we 
follow all safety protocols and the rate of spread in our community 
remains low, we know the risk to our members will be lower than it 
has been for the past four months.  

 Finally, you might be a person who does not feel safe 
attending in-person worship services, yet you really want to 
participate in communion. If this is the case for you we have a few 
options to offer you. Please contact me or Laurie Sanderson if you 
are interested in receiving communion at home.  

Fr. Philip+ 
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Open Doors Update 
—by Betsy Elkins 

  The planning for this campaign 
continues with increased energy and 
engagement!  The newly formed Steering 
Committee (the old Open Doors task force 
plus a few additional members including our consultants from Partners for 
Sacred Places) that will oversee the campaign held its first meeting on 
February 2.  This group will hold monthly meetings. The leadership team 
is meeting weekly with our consultants.  The specific task forces now each 
have a chair and the membership of each is being populated.   
 

The Case Statement Task Force creates a 3-4 page document 
outlining why this project is worthy of investment - chaired by 
Cathy Wolff. 

The Community Task Force identifies possible new donors and 
cultivates relationships in the community - chaired by David 
Ridings. 

Communications Task Force develops campaign materials including a 
video, creates webpage updates, provides communication within 
the parish and social media outreach - chaired by Betsy Elkins. 

The Development Task force coordinates foundation/corporation grant 
research and requests - chaired by Doug Mouncey. 

The Diaspora Task Force identifies and reconnects with former 
members to invite them to donate to the campaign - chaired by 
Marion Greenhalgh. 

The Individual Donor Task Force helps to coordinate the solicitation 
process - chaired by Tom Cantwell. 

The Project Management Task Force works with the architects and 
contractors through the construction process - chaired by Becky 
Livengood. 

 
 If invited, please consider agreeing to work with us on one of 
these Task Forces.  They will hit the ground running very soon as they 
begin to tackle their specific task!  
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 Perhaps the biggest news to report about our Open Doors project 
and fundraising is that the necessary papers have been signed with NY 
State so that our grant of $556,988 from the State can be funded.  Given 
the uncertainty of “Covid times” and state funds we are very relieved that 
the money is truly available to us.    
  
 The Communications Task Force will be sharing updates about the 
progress of our campaign in each issue of the Epistle. 

From the Warden’s Desk... 
—by D.J. Igelsrud 

 As we are now in the season of Lent, we will, I'm 
sure, be spending important Spiritual time  in preparation for 
the events of Easter week. Let us be patient and thankful for all of our 
Blessings and let us keep in our prayers all of those who have been deeply 
affected by Covid 19 and by the Weather. 
 We may soon be able to actually worship in our beautiful sanctuary 
and to receive communion. What an Easter Blessing this would be. 
 Please keep yourself and those you encounter safe by always 
wearing a mask (or 2) and by social distancing. And remember, if you are 
having trouble getting a vaccine appointment, I am here to help  

(315-559-1205). 

Open Pantry Donation Drop Off 
—by Betsy Elkins 

 
 On Saturday February 20 we provided a 
special time for folks to drop off donations of food, 
socks and personal care items for the Open Pantry. Thanks to all who 
stopped by with donations between 10 and noon.  This will be a monthly 
event on the third Saturday of the month. Donations may always be placed 
directly in the pantry or left at the church at your convenience. This little 
ministry has proven to be very helpful to our neighbors around us. Thank 
you! 
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Bishop DeDe Joins us for Worship March 21st 
 —By Fr. Philip 

 St. Paul’s Day at Highland Forest. We’ll be gathering at Highland 
Forest Park in Fabius on Saturday, March 6th for sledding, snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing and a mid-winter tailgate party! Depending on snow 
conditions, sleigh rides may also be offered.   

          As with any social gathering food is an extremely important detail. If 
this works out as planned, 10 or 15 of us will spend an hour sledding or 
skiing, while two of us get things ready for lunch and watch over crockpots of 
chili plugged into outlets in the back of the car. We’ll gather back in the 
parking lot before lunch, find a sunny spot, and arrange some folding chairs 
in a circle. (Socially distanced, of course!) We’ll spread the food out on a 
folding table.  

 Fill your crockpot with your favorite chili or soup. There will be 
cookies and hot cocoa, generously provided by members of the Community 
Fellowship Team! St. Paul’s will provide bowls & napkins. Bring your spoon & 
appetite. Please let us if you’d like to participate, but you don’t have 
snowshoes, a sled or skis. We will see if we can find some extra equipment 
for you. 

 

Join us for an All Church Snow Day! 
 —By Liz Handler, DJ Igelsrud and Fr. Philip 

 Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe will join St. 
Paul’s for worship on Sunday, March 21st at 9:30 
a.m. This service will be accessible via Zoom and 
the Livestream. This is our bi-annual Bishop 
visitation, so I especially encourage you to join us for 
this service.  

 Bishop DeDe will also host a diocesan 
service at 10 a.m. on March 14th. On that day you 
are welcome to attend the diocesan service at 10 
a.m. (the link will be posted on our webpage) or join one of our regular 
services at 9:30 or 11 a.m. I have decided to continue our regular schedule 
of services on the 14th since we will have special services with the Bishop 
on the 21st and for Palm Sunday on the 28th. 
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Pastoral Care and the Prayer List 
 —By Laurie Sanderson 

Urgent Prayer Needs:  Marilyn, Jessica, Sandy, 
Harriet, Shari, Donna and David, Kevin, Sue, 
AnnMarie, and Greg. 
 
Continued Prayer Needs:   
Deb, The Reverend Barbara Allen, Denise and Grant, Patrick, Linda, Susan, 
Dawn, Jim, Anne, Valarie, Anni, Kate and Elizabeth. 
 
All those who are living alone: Bev, June, Jean, Edith, Goodie, Nancy, Ali, 
Tom, Tahiana, Mary, Cynthia and Louise. and others we name in our hearts. 
 
All who struggle with depression and anxiety brought on by the Covid crisis. 
 
Pastoral Care:  Just a reminder to contact Father Philip, the office, or  
Laurie Sanderson if you have concerns or names or changes for the prayer 
list.  Laurie’s email is lascsw3@aol.com, her phone number is  
315-420-1518. 

 All of those who are 65 or older were told we 
could get a Covid19 vaccination.  But many of us 
haven’t been able to actually get an appointment to 
receive the vaccine. 
• Have you had your first vaccine? 
• Have you had both your first and second vaccine? 
• Would you like an appointment to get the vaccine? 
• Do you need help in securing a vaccine appointment? 
• Will you need transportation to get the vaccine? 
 
Help is on the way!  Just call or text me, DJ, at 315-559-1205 
Or email me at djdigishooter@gmail.com 

Covid 19 Vaccine Information 
—by D.J. Igelsrud, Warden 

mailto:lascsw3@aol.com
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 The Open Pantry we have placed 
on East Fayette Street is a huge success. 
We fill it daily and it becomes empty very 
quickly.  
 
 Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed food. Please keep those 
contributions coming so that we can 
continue to serve our neighbors in this 
way.  
 
See additional article on page 5 regarding 
the Open Pantry. 

 Feminist Theology meets again on March 16th at 
7:30 pm via Zoom.  For March we will be discussing 
Michele Obama’s book, “Becoming”. For April we will 
discuss Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel 
Wilkerson, we have great discussions and support each other as we 
meet, it has been wonderful to have friends who have moved away join 
us via Zoom.  You are welcome to join us as well.   For more information 
contact Laurie Sanderson.   lascsw3@aol.com or 315-429-1518. 

Feminist Theology 
—by Laurie Sanderson 

The Open Pantry 
—by Betsy Elkins 

Prayer Shawls 
—by Laurie Sanderson 

         We have prayer shawls available in Father Philip’s office and we 
have donated many to Upstate Hospital. They are so grateful for all they 
have received, especially during this pandemic. We are always needing 
more, if you would like to make one, contact Laurie Sanderson for a 
pattern.     lascsw3@aol.com. Or 315-429-1518 

mailto:lascsw3@aol.com
mailto:lascsw3@aol.com
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March Birthdays:  

Kathy Major 3/2, Marilyn Alberding 3/5, Nancy Lambright 3/5, Elizabeth 

Johnson 3/6, Michael Goins 3/10, Sean Mulvey 3/13, Eric Johnson 3/15, 

Margaret Sherwin 3/17, Irene Apps 3/21, Glenn Kime 3/22, Mark Knowlton 

3/25, Elizabeth Belden-Handler 3/26, Patricia Glavin 3/26, D.J. Igelsrud 3/27, 

Alexander Tripoldi 3/28, Derina Samuel 3/31. 

Valerie Alston will be 100 on March 15 

 Our longtime friend Valerie Alston, who now lives in Michigan, will 
be turning 100 on March 15.  Her 
daughter Kate reports that she is doing 
well but is pretty much locked down and 
unable to see her family and friends 
which certainly sounds familiar. It would 
be wonderful if we would send Valerie 
special greetings for this milestone 
birthday! Her daughter would welcome 
photos and short videos that she can 
share with Valerie. She would like these 
by March 10th:  

Text pics:         248-840-8919 
Email video:    kprsn02@gmail.com 

 
And you may always send Val a card at this address: 
 Valerie Alston  

c/o Kate Person 
2336 Lanergan Dr. 
Troy, MI  48084 

Deadline for the Next Issue of The Epistle 

The next Epistle will be the March 15th issue. The deadline is 

midnight, Monday, March 8th. 

Valerie at her St. Paul’s going 

away party in 2013. 

mailto:kprsn02@gmail.com
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Monday, March 1, 4:30 p.m. Communications Meeting - Zoom 

Tuesday, March 2,  2:00 p.m. Bible Study- Zoom 

Tuesday, March 2,  5:00 p.m. Worship Team - Zoom 

Tuesday, March 2,  7:00 p.m. Compline - Zoom 

Tuesday, March 2,  7:30 p.m. Feminist Theology 

Tuesday, March 2,  7:30 p.m. Closer to Zero Waste- Zoom 

Wednesday, March 3, 11:00 a.m. Centering Prayer- Zoom 

Wednesday, March 3, 3:30 p.m. AV Team - Zoom 

Wednesday, March 3, 7:00 p.m. Readers Formation Program – Zoom 

Saturday, March 6, 10:00 a.m. Snow Day Outing at Highland Forest (see 

pages 6 & 7) 

Sunday, March 7, 8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour- Zoom  

Sunday, March 7, 9:30 a.m. Worship– Live Stream 

Sunday, March 7, 10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour- Zoom  

Sunday, March 7, 11:00 a.m. In-Person Eucharist 

Sunday, March 7, 2:00 p.m. South Sudanese Prayers– Zoom 

Monday, March 8, 3:30 p.m. Finance Meeting - Zoom 

Tuesday, March 9, 2:00 p.m. Bible Study- Zoom 

Tuesday, March 9, 5:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting– Zoom 

Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. Compline - Zoom 

Wednesday, March 10, 11:00 a.m. Centering Prayer- Zoom 

Sunday, March 14, 8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour- Zoom  

Sunday, March 14, 9:30 a.m. Worship– Live Stream 

Sunday, March 14, 10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour- Zoom  

Sunday, March 14, 11:00 a.m. In-Person Eucharist 

Sunday, March 14, 2:00 p.m. South Sudanese Prayers– Zoom 
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