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 Four weeks ago our dear friend Beverly fell in her apartment. Beverly is 99 years old. She is a 

remarkable woman, and beloved of our congregation. Beverly brings a mixture of great personal 

strength and love for all people to her life, a combination that has made her an unstoppable force for 

goodness in our community for generations.  

 When Beverly fell someone called an ambulance. She was taken to St. Joseph's hospital. By the 

end of the week she had been moved to Sunnyside Care Center in East Syracuse. Beverly dearly wants 

to be home in her apartment, with her cat, surrounded by photographs of her friends and loved ones, 

her telephone, church directory and stack of blank greeting cards on the table a few inches from her. 

But given her needs and physical condition, she needs some extra support right now.  

 Beverly grew up as a lone child, the only child of her parents, living on a farm close to the St. 

Lawrence River. She has always been very independent. It is difficult for her to be relying on others. 

Beverly is suffering, being away from her home, but also not being able to stand, or walk, or even sit-

up on her own. 

 For the past three weeks, Beverly has been sustained by one, very strong, ray of hope. For most 

of the past three weeks Beverly's friends, mostly friends from St. Paul's Church, have been visiting her 

daily. For the past three weeks Beverly has been receiving cards and letters from her friends, and 

again, most of these are from the people of St. Paul's Church.  

 I have been visiting Beverly three or four times each week. Each day I am with her, Beverly 

shows me the cards and letters she has received. Each day I am with her, Beverly tells me about the 

visitors who have come to sit with her and talk. Your support brings hope and strength for Beverly, in 

this, her time of greatest need. 

 So I ask you a question related to all of this: Where is God's dwelling place? Where is God 

present in the world? 

 When King Solomon stood at the altar of the newly completed Temple in Jerusalem he said, 

Even the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! God is not 

contained in these buildings we create. God is present throughout creation. God's dwelling place is in 

the great wilderness, in the neighborhoods of our cities, in our workplaces. God's dwelling place is in 

you.  

 God is seeking to make a dwelling place within you. God is seeking for God's love and grace to 

be filling your life.  

 We have been practicing making space for God to dwell within us for months and for years. 

We have been emptying out the clutter in our hearts and minds. When our hearts and minds are filled 

with anger, with blaming others, with fear, with anxiety and shame, there is little room for God to 

dwell. We have been struggling to empty the fear, the anxiety, the shame, the anger and the harsh 

judgments of others and of ourselves. We have been trying to make more space for God. We do this 

every time we say the confession. 

 In place of the useless junk, the harmful stories we tell ourselves, we pray God's love and grace 

will fill our lives. We pray to be the dwelling place for God's love. We pray to wake up each day and 

carry a small piece of God's love into the world. 

 This is what I have noticed for the past three weeks. Each time one of you has made a phone 

call, or written a note of encouragement, or visited Beverly at Sunnyside, you have been carrying 

God's love and grace into the world. This is what we are truly called to do and be in this world.  

 We are called to be those who carry a small light of God's grace around with us. Our work is 

not complicated. It is simple, like the words to the song I learned as a child: this little light of mine, I'm 

gonna let it shine. 



 We are called to do the simplest thing: to be present with one another. You bring God's 

presence into Beverly's room. You might do it with a few simple words, like saying, "I love you 

Beverly" or "I miss seeing you at church Beverly." But most of all you bring God's presence by your 

presence. What Beverly needs in her time of greatest need is for you to just be  with her.  

 We are called to a simple, spiritual orientation to life. We wake in the morning and say, "thank 

you God for another day." It doesn't need to be more complicated than that. 

 Of course, people have a way of making things complicated. Churches and congregations have 

a way of making things complicated. The Bible is pretty complicated. As we consider Holy Scripture, 

it helps to remember the Bible is an entire library of books, about 80 books altogether.  

 In this library of books, we find the letter to the Ephesians and our passage for today. We have 

many clues that help us see Ephesians was probably not written by the Apostle Paul. This letter was 

written by someone quite familiar with Paul's teaching, perhaps by one of Paul's close associates.   

 One of Paul's primary concerns was to keep his congregations clearly focused on the spiritual 

example of Christ. I would sum up Paul's teachings in a single sentence. Just as Christ Jesus emptied 

himself and accommodated himself to us, so also, we should empty ourselves of the human judgments 

and categories that divide us, and accommodate ourselves to one another. 

 All around Paul, other leaders were establishing elaborate sets of rules for the followers of 

Christ. Paul had a simple response. Follow Christ Jesus example and accommodate yourselves to one 

another.  

 In his letter to the Galatians Paul says, "Neither circumcision or non-circumcision is anything: 

but a new creation is everything." Paul says that following Jesus is at heart a simple, spiritual practice, 

not a complex system of rules. In Galatians Paul says, "In Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God...there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." 

 The author of Ephesians brings several complications to Paul's message. However, today's 

message, though more elaborate than most of Paul's writing, points toward a central focus of Paul's 

theology: God gives us spiritual strength. Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put 

on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. As shoes 

for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 

 This is what the members of St. Paul's have been doing as they drive to the far edge of town to 

visit Beverly. This is what the members of St. Paul's have been doing as they make time to write a 

kind message to her on a note card, or call her on the telephone.  

 Several times each week for the past three weeks, one of our members has called me, or sent 

me an email or a text, expressing their concern for our dear sister Beverly in her time of great need. I 

wish it was this way for every person at their end of their life. I am sad to say, but my experience as a 

priest is that, at the end of someone's life, I am sometimes alone with them, or perhaps with just one or 

two other people.  

 The story of all of you, caring for Beverly here at the end of her life is not a sad story. This is a 

story of the power of God's love. You are Beverly's family; she has no other family than us. You have 

not only treated her as your sister, you are caring for her very well, as your sister.  

 This is a miracle. How and why is this happening? How is it that thirty or forty or fifty 

unrelated individuals are writing cards and making phone calls and driving to the far edge of the city, 

often thirty minutes or more, to visit a 99 year old woman in her time of great need? 

 It is happening because God has made God's dwelling place within you. It is happening because 

you have moved far along this path of your spiritual journey with Christ. It is happening because you 

are strong in the Lord and in the strength of God's power.  

 


