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More than any other Easter I can remember, this year, on the night of the Easter Vigil, you and I 

are like people emerging from the dark, damp unpleasantness of a cave. We are in some way like 

people emerging from months spent in a tomb. 

We feel at least a little bit disoriented and confused. We are like those who have spent a long 

time in the darkness, dazed by the light. We are trying to get our bearings. We are trying to decide what 

is safe and what is not safe. We are trying to determine right from wrong.  

It has been a long time since life was normal. We are trying to remember back to the time before 

we shut ourselves away in our apartments and houses. We are trying to get back to a place of stability 

and predictability. Mostly, we are just trying to get back to the way things were before.  

This is a very human response as we emerge from the figurative tomb of the pandemic. But 

Easter reminds us God has a very different intention for us in this moment. As we emerge from the 

loneliness and grief of the past year, God’s intention for us is not for us to return to life the way it was 

before. God’s desire is for us to experience the resurrection. God’s great desire is for our lives to be 

changed by the resurrecting power of God’s love.  

I cannot tell you exactly how this will happen. But let’s try to gather some clues of what it looks 

like when we have been changed by the resurrection. We find these clues all through the Gospels. For 

tonight, let’s consider three clues about the resurrection life, gathered from the Gospel of Mark, the 

Gospel of John and the Gospel of Matthew. 

In Matthew chapter 19 we find a clue in the story of the young man encountering Jesus. The 

successful young man asks Jesus, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” Jesus talks 

with the young man and learns that he knows and has kept the ten commandments. The young man has 

a good orientation toward life and he has studied the scriptures. Yet, Jesus invites him into a deeper 

conversion through a change in his actions. The young man has spent much of his life accumulating 

great wealth and spending his wealth on his possessions. Jesus urges him to reverse this direction of 

activity: instead of using his money to accumulate possessions for himself he should sell his 

possessions and give the money to the poor. 

This is the first idea of the resurrection life; it will entail a different way of acting in the world. 

When our lives are changed by the resurrecting power of God’s love, there is a dramatic change in our 

actions.  

Let’s consider a second clue about the life of the resurrection from the Gospel of John. There are 

many places in the Gospel of John where Jesus transforms our understandings of the meaning of 

discipleship and our relationships with God. My favorite example of this comes from the 15th chapter 

of John where Jesus tells his disciples, “I am the vine and you are the branches...I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends.” Jesus urges his disciples to make a radical change in their understanding of their relationships 

with God.  

There are similar examples found throughout the Gospel of John and the other Gospels, all of 

which point to a second idea of the resurrection life. It will entail a different way of understanding the 

world. When our lives are changed by the resurrecting power of God’s love there is a dramatic change 

in our understanding of the world. 

 We find our third clue about the life of the resurrection in our Gospel passage for today. The 

three women approach the tomb, knowing the task ahead of them; they will anoint the body of Jesus. 

Their main concern is for one of the details of the task; who will roll away the stone from the tomb? 

Mary, and Mary and Salome are surprised when they see that the stone has been rolled away, and they 



are alarmed when they enter the tomb. The young man reassures them, “Do not be alarmed.” Then he 

explains that Jesus has been raised from the dead. He urges them to go and tell the good news to the 

rest of the disciples. So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

You and I might feel sympathetic with the response of the three women. We can understand 

their fear and confusion. In his article in the New York Times yesterday, Esau McCaulley pointed out 

another element of the resurrection life, seen in this story. McCaulley observed that the women went to 

the tomb in order to grieve. They went to the tomb in order to do something they understood. They 

understood how to do the work of grieving. They were focused on their own experience, on their own 

expectations, and on the past. 

In this story their failure to comprehend the reality of the resurrection points to a third element 

of the resurrection life. The resurrection life entails a change in our spiritual orientation.  

Since the account of the women at the empty tomb is the fundamental element of this first 

telling of the Easter Story, we can assume that the three women did not continue in this state of alarm 

and fear and silence forever. We can assume that the three women emerged from the empty tomb and 

experienced a change in their spiritual lives.  

This is how I would describe the change in our spiritual lives; we change from being focused on 

the past to considering the possibilities of the future. We change from giving our attention to our 

expectations, to paying attention to God’s intentions. We change from being obsessed with our own 

experiences to being devoted to God’s activity.  

And so we come to the understanding that the effect of the resurrection is a conversion of our 

whole lives. This is God’s desire for us. 

Easter is ultimately about the reconciliation of God with humanity through Christ’s ultimate act 

of service and humility. God’s great desire is for us to emerge from the empty tomb of our grief and 

loneliness and be reconciled with God. God’s desire for us is a conversion of our actions, a conversion 

of our understandings, and a conversion of our spiritual responses to the events of our lives. God’s 

great desire is for you and I to have a complete experience of the resurrection. God desires that in every 

part of life we would be changed by the resurrecting power of God’s love. 

 

  


