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Dear people of St. Paul's, 

A s we enter the 20th month of the pandemic we continue to make adjustments to our Covid-19 
protocols. As of September 15th, the diocese is requiring masks for all persons and for all 
activities in our buildings. The only exception is to allow the preacher to remove their mask to 
deliver the sermon, provided there is adequate distance from other people. Similarly, lectors 

are permitted to remove their masks to read the lessons. 
 
 On September 14th our vestry approved a resolution requiring proof of immunization against the 
new coronavirus for in-person participation in non-worship activities. We have two reasons for 
requiring vaccination for in-person participation: 

Hacked 
—by Father Philip 

Dear friends, 
 

A t least twenty of our members have reported receiving suspicious emails or Facebook 
messages from me in the last several weeks. It appears that someone has gotten access to my 
email address book and Facebook account. I have changed my passwords for each of these 
accounts, but this has not helped.  

 
 I will be seeking professional help in securing my gmail account against 
hackers. I will be closing my Facebook account by October 1st. Shortly 
afterward, I will create a new Facebook account. I will be relying on others to 
send me a 'friend request', so members of St. Paul's do not need to question 
whether a friend request from me is legitimate. 
 
 In the meantime I urge you to follow a few safety rules when responding to email and social media: 
1. Never open an attachment unless you are 100% sure of the sender's identity. 
2. Never respond to any request for contributions of cash, gift cards or other valuables. 
3. Do not respond to requests for physical help or emergency assistance for myself or on behalf of others 
from me or other public figures through an email. If I am in danger or need emergency assistance, I will not 
be writing emails about my needs. 
4. If you ever question the tone or content of an email, purportedly from me, please call or text me at 315-726
-2636.  
 
 Note that aside from a notice of a building closure or special worship service, we never handle 
emergency needs or requests via email. Aside from our Capital Campaign, I have never solicited individuals 
for financial contributions, and I would never think to do this except via a personal conversation. 
 
 It is especially disheartening to experience this type of evil activity. The persons involved are subverting 
the very foundation of our church community, which is our relationships of trust. We feel more vulnerable, 
and sometimes we begin to question the trust we have placed in one another. 
 
 Let's protect ourselves and one another by creating stronger relationships of trust. Trusting 
relationships include clear boundaries and lots of direct communication. Call me and leave me a message; I 
will call you back. Talk to each other regularly on the phone. Strong connections reduce our vulnerability to 

New Covid-19 Guidelines: Please Read! 
—by Father Philip 
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1. It will help keep people safer. We want to make St. Paul's a safer place for our 
members. Spread of the new coronavirus is lower among vaccinated groups than 
among unvaccinated groups of people. 
2. It is part of our mission to support the health and well-being of vulnerable 
individuals and our entire community. False statements in the media and social 
media have discouraged some members of our community from availing 
themselves of the opportunity to protect themselves through vaccination. At the 
point when most of our private and public institutions require vaccination for entry the United States will 
reach a level of immunity sufficient to reduce spread of SARS-CoV2. 
 
 The vestry's resolution goes into affect November 15th. It does not apply to worship. It does not apply 
to children. Records of vaccination status will be kept by the Rector, will not be stored electronically, and will 
be held confidentially until these records are no longer needed and shredded, as determined by vestry 
resolution. People who are not vaccinated are encouraged to participate in activities remotely. Our purpose 
is to do our part to keep people safe and help end the pandemic.  
 
 Here is the text of the resolution in full: 
In the interest of protecting the health and safety of the members, staff, and visitors of St. Paul's, the vestry 
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church announces the intention to require all members, staff, and visitors to provide 
paper or electronic proof of immunization against SARS-CoV-2 for all activities aside from worship. This 
requirement will apply to all persons aged 12 or older. 
 
 Our purpose is: 
1. To create a safer environment at St. Paul's for all people, especially considering the needs of those with 
lowered resistance to disease and children currently ineligible for vaccination. 
2. To support the health and well-being of our entire community, the nation and the world by creating more 
incentives for all persons to be vaccinated. 
 
Effective Date. This requirement will become effective on November 15th, 2021. This requirement will no 
longer be in effect on June 1, 2022, unless previously terminated or extended by action of the vestry. 
 
Implementation Details. Upon the effective date, proof of immunization will be required for entry into the 
building and participation in any and all church activities Monday-Saturday. Proof of immunization will not be 
required for entry into worship on Sundays, but proof of immunization will be required for participation in 
activities following worship services. Persons who are not immunized are encouraged to participate in church 
activities through electronic means.  
The rector of the parish shall be responsible for seeing that staff, members and visitors comply with this 
requirement, and shall exercise pastoral discretion in the exercise of this authority. Leaders of sub-group 
activities, such as The Caring Place or The Feast, may petition the vestry for exemption from this 
requirement for their group, but until such exemption is approved, all groups overseen by the Rector and/or 
Executive Ministry Team of St. Paul's Church are subject to this resolution. 
 
Groups not Covered by this Resolution. Any groups which use St. Paul's buildings under any sort of 
building use agreement are not covered by this resolution. St. Paul's Vestry takes no responsibility for the 
supervision or health guidelines of outside groups, such as 12 -step groups, Symphoria, and The Illini 4000. 
 
 Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about this change in our guidelines. 
 
Your brother in Christ,  
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Open Doors Capital Campaign Update 
—by Cathy Wolff 

S t. Paul’s members continue to submit payments and donations to 
Open Doors. As of September 23rd, we have raised $905,003!  
 
 As anyone involved in any construction project knows, costs 

are difficult to predict. These days, it is even harder to know if the estimates 
we received while planning the project are even close to what our real costs will be. That is why every 
pledge and donation is important to the success of the project.  
 
 If you intend to make a pledge or donation to Open Doors, it is not too late! To the majority of St. 
Paul’s members who have supported Open Doors, we extend our sincere thanks! 

M usical life at St. Paul’s has also been challenged during this difficult time 
with no end in sight.  There have been many changes since March of 2020 when the Choir 
went on a very long holiday. How I miss choir rehearsal and not having the choir at Sunday 
services. 

  
 With a nod to normalcy, we are fortunate these days to have at least a quartet singing at our services. 
To that end, we will present Choral Evensong, Sunday, October 24 at 4:00.  Music of Morley, Purcell, 
Shephard will be presented.  The prelude to that service will be Dupré’s Cortège and Litany as a tribute to 
Will Headlee, my friend, teacher and mentor, who passed away in November of last year.  Following 
Evensong, yours truly will present an organ recital of light works by Whitlock, Elgar, Debussy, Fox/Hebble, 
Sirett and Mendelssohn.  I hope you will join us that afternoon for a small moment of normalcy. 

Musings from the Organ Console 
—by J. Lewis Potts 

Just a few of the fine folks who helped to make our Open House on 9/25 a success. 
Thank You! 
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W e received this note from Angela Alvarez, the Residence 
Service Coordinator for the YMCA.  
 
“We have a senior tenant who makes lap robes. Do you 

know of any of the parishioners that may be interested in one?  
Her criteria is: Wheelchair bound, in cancer treatment or a veteran 
 
 Feel free to give her a call with # of robes and color choices. 
Dolores S. 315-422-4928 

Lap Robes  
—by Debbie Bogan 

I  will be facilitating a series on Zoom for “SPC Readers” for five sequential 
Wednesdays, 4-5PM, starting Wed. Oct 20 and ending Wed. Nov. 17. The focus 
will be John (“Jack”) Caputo’s book The Folly of God: A Theology of the 
Unconditional – a relatively short and easy read in a contemporary theology 

influenced by the “deconstructive” philosophical movement (Jacques Derrida and Co.). 
 
 Caputo has lots to say about the nature of “God”, or – perhaps better – about what 
we mean when we use that word. Since the meanings of that word vary greatly among all 
who use it – whether inside Christianity or otherwise -- he likes to step back a bit and ask 
us “What do we love when we love our God?” That is, he’s saying, let’s establish or clarify what we love that  
goes by the name of God, and then use the name with that understanding in mind; you’ll be amazed with 
what he comes up with, and the “unconditional” is just the beginning! He starts in Paul (1 Cor. 1: 22-25) but 
moves quickly into post-modern thought and contemporary theologies. Those of you who did What Would 
Jesus Deconstruct with me will see some familiar ideas, but the focus is definitely God and not Jesus here. 
 
 While it is not necessary to “sign up”, it will be useful to know who’s planning to attend so I can provide 
in advance some of the details of a reading schedule, if not, hints of what to look for in them. Also, you will 
no doubt want to get a copy of the book before Oct. 20 since there will be readings scheduled for that day.  I 
hope to see you there. 

SPC Readers Alert: Pilgrim Series Starting October 20 
—by Dick Pilgrim, Junior Warden  

Did you know? 
 
A recording of our wonderful soloist, Cassidy Chapinni is available 
for viewing on our website. 
 
Go to: www.stpaulsyr.org 
Then click on Worship 
Then click on Music 
Then click on the box that says ‘A Sample of our Beautiful Music’ 
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A s the new coordinator for our service to the 
Samaritan Center, I am asking for volunteers to help on Sunday November 7th. 
 
 You may help in these ways: 

  (1) Donate money- we need $250 to pay for the food the staff of the Samaritan Center will prepare that day. 
 
  (2) Volunteer for some food preparation between 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 
 
  (3) Volunteer to serve and interact with the people that come for the meal and clean up from 12 noon-3:00 p.m. 
 
 Please volunteer for this important mission and let me know how you can help on Sunday November 7th. 
Thank you. My contact information is: 
Email: dirghallik@gmail.com 
home phone: 315-474-2812 
cell     phone: 315-480-6852 

O n August 25, St. Paul's hosted an ice cream social for the 
YMCA senior residents at The Ice Cream Stand near Clinton 
Square.  Kira Dirghalli, Chet, a friend of Debbie's, and YMCA 
residents Christine and Kafi are pictured in the photo. Doug 

Mouncey, Debbie Bogan, and Barbara, a YMCA resident, also attended. We 
enjoyed delicious ice cream and visiting with our downtown neighbor friends. 
 
 Many thanks to Barry Pickard and Mary Hastings for sponsoring this 
event. We look forward to future social outings with the YMCA senior 
residents. 

Samaritan Center Ministry 
—by Kira Dirghalli 

Ice Cream Social for the YMCA Senior Residents 
—by Debbie Bogan, Mission and Service Team Member 

F eminist Theology will begin meeting again monthly on October 19th at 7:30 via zoom. We have 
hoped to meet at church with zoom as well , but have decided not for now. We are grateful to 
Derina Samuel for coordinating the zoom. 
 

 The first meeting will be getting reconnected and sharing some ideas for our first book to discuss. If 
you are interested, please speak with Laurie Sanderson at 315 -420-1518 or lascsw3@aol.com. Feminist 
Theology has been going for any years and remains vibrant. One of the pluses of Zoom is it has allowed 
members who have moved away to be part of it! Do consider joining us! 

Feminist Theology 
—by Laurie Sanderson 

mailto:dirghallik@gmail.com
mailto:lascsw3@aol.com
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Pastoral Care Farewell 
—by Laurie Sanderson 

 I  have been chairing Pastoral Care for many years and it has been an honor and a privilege.  
 
 But I firmly believe in change of leadership to help keep energy flowing. I am very happy to 
welcome Kira Dirghali as the new chair of the committee.  (see above article) I will continue to serve 

on the team and be a support as needed. Welcome Kira! 

M y name is Kira Dirghalli.  I have been 
connected with St. Paul's for many 
years.  My husband was the priest at Calvary 
Episcopal Church on James Street in 

Syracuse from 1968-1988, when he retired. Calvary had a 
close relationship with St. Paul's during that time. When 
Calvary was closed, my church records and those of our 
children, Elisabth and Stefan were sent to St. Paul's upon my 
request. We became parishioners, but not active ones. 
 
 For the next 28 years, I joined my husband wherever his 
interim work took him.  On October 29, 2016, my husband 
died.  His memorial service was held at St. Paul's and the 
reception that followed was the loving gift and hard work of 
many of the people of St. Paul's. During the last 6 months of 
my husband's life, we received much loving support from Fr. 
Philip and many of the people of St. Paul's. Surrounded by St. 
Paul's love and support, it was easy to become actively 
involved in the life of the parish. 
 
 Laurie Sanderson, at some time in the past, had shared with Fr. Philip that she wanted to step down 
from her position as director of pastoral care. This was not an easy decision for Laurie nor was it easy for Fr. 
Philip to make an immediate decision. So time passed and many prayers later, Fr. Philip asked me to take 
on the position. I too, prayed, and asked God for His answer. I am humbled to be chosen by God and Fr. 
Philip to take on this position. This position is new to me, even though I was a member of the pastoral care 
team. I ask for guidance daily and am moving slowly into this "new" position. I am open to learning and 
count on you for guidance. 
 
 My Email address is dirghallik@gmail.com and my cell number is 315-480-6852 
I read this statement the other day while working on the draft for this article. The author is Ilia Delio. 
 
 God is alive. God is love. Love is pulling us on to do new things and we need to trust the power of God 
in our lives to do new things. 

Pastoral Care: Under new Leadership with Prayers for 
God’s Guidance and Inspiration 
—by Kira Dirghalli 

mailto:dirghallik@gmail.com
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Taking Care of the Altar 
—by Julia Fine 

T he Altar area is one of the most sacred 
spaces of our church; it's where the 
consecration of our Lord's Supper 
takes place, and members of the Altar 
Guild each take turns preparing the 

vessels for the weekly Eucharists. 

 The Altar cleanup is an annual tradition 
where the members of this ministry get together to 
give a thorough cleaning of the surrounding areas 
of the Altar and to clean and polish the vessels, 
a.k.a. chalice, cruet, patens, etc., that are used for 
the Eucharist consecration.  

 It was two years ago when we last cleaned up 
the Altar area. This year was different, and a bit 
more challenging. Because of the pandemic, the 
church was closed for most of 2020, leaving the vessels at the mercy of accumulated dust and debris which 
were beginning to be ingrained into the elements. 

 It was a hot Saturday morning on August 28, when four of our members agreed to get together for the 
cleanup tradition. Since the elements were not used for nearly a year, they needed extra work to bring back 
their luster. 

 Each person brought their individual skills and worked on their specialties. Nancy Lambright's specialty 
is cleaning the silver, and once she was done, they looked like we had just opened a new box of silver. Nice 

job Nancy!  

 Ruth Brown worked on cleaning the wood areas 
including the choir pews, and she got rid of the ingrained 
dust that had cleverly lodged into the wood during the past 18 
months. Just a tiny note; Ruth came in even though she was 
not feeling well, so I cautioned her not to do too much. But 
she went above and beyond. Thanks Ruth!  

 Then there was Jeanne Chu - our newest member. She 
cited her preference to work on the brass (brave girl, because 
it takes a lot of patience to work on brass). Jeanne started 
with the brass candle holders from the Peace Altar, which 
were particularly challenging, because those candles do not 
always get the tender-loving-care that the High Altar candles 
get. But they were no match for Jeanne - she had those 
holders sparkling within hours. Thanks Jeanne!  

 Yours truly worked on the High Altar brass, and as 
of typing this article, they were still a work-in-progress. The 
damage to the brass due to non-use was 
particularly noticeable on the High Altar as they went through 

Ruth Brown, Julia Fine and Nancy Lambright 

Jeanne Chu 



9 

Prayer List   
Please Keep These People In Your Prayers 

Andrew, June, John, Beverly, Kevin, Sarah and Mary 
 
All those who are living alone 
All who are struggling with depression and anxiety.   

We pray for the leaders of the church, including:  

Michael, our presiding bishop, DeDe, our bishop, and Philip, 
our rector. 

 
Pastoral Care:  Just a reminder to contact Father Philip, or Kira 
Dirghalli if you have concerns or names or changes for the 
prayer list.  

a “dezincification” process during the past 18 months, which led to an erosion with visible pink spots that 
were very challenging to get rid of.  Although they look great now to the naked eye, more work needs to be 
done on them to get them back to their pre-pandemic state. 

 All in all, we had a good time. And after three hours, we had (mostly) conquered the cleaning 
challenge. I had promised that it would only be 2 hours, but we all took our projects seriously, and that led to 
awesome results. We even enjoyed ice cream bars afterwards that helped to cool us down on that hot 
August day.  

 The Altar Guild team currently has seven members, and we would very much like to add at least two 
more. So, if you would like to join the dedicated members of this ministry, please contact Father Philip or 
me.   
 
 We all feel that we gain far more than we give with this meaningful service. 

H ave you seen the 
new VESTRY 
bulletin board 
outside the choir 

room?  
 
 Thanks so much to our Senior 
Warden, DJ Igelsrud for creating this 
for St. Paul’s.  
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Going into the Future with Optimism 
—by DJ Igelsrud, Senior Warden 

 

T he summer of 2021 was the second 
wettest summer in Syracuse since 
1810! 
The enormous amount of rain 

in  August revealed many areas of disrepair and 
vulnerability. 
 
A partial list from the summer's damage report 
includes: 
 
    * Gravel washing off the chapel roof and onto the flat roof 
 
    * Water, gravel from the Chapel roof plus other debris overwhelmed the drains 
             of the Parish house flat roof 
 
    * Water damage to second floor classrooms 
 
    * The plaster disintegrated and the ceiling crumbled to the floor in the Sacristy 
            hallway. (we used plywood as a temporary fix) 
 
    * Water damage and plaster disintegrating in the Brewster Room 
 
    * Continuing water damage to the windows in the 
Hansen dining room. 
 
    * water backing up around the drains in the 
basement (West side) 
 
    * water pooling on the basement floor (East side 
of Parish house) 
 
    plus peeling paint and plaster disasters in many 
places 
 
Now for the good news: 
         Before Open Doors we would have looked at 
all of these areas of disrepair and decided which fit 
into our building and grounds budget and perhaps 
we would only be able to afford a band aid fix. 
 
Listen to this: 
 All of the repairs are covered with the Open 
Doors Project! Every one of these repairs will be 
repaired in a way that will keep them in stellar 
condition long into the future.  
 
Thank you for your support of the Open Doors Project! 
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Thank you to DJ Igelsrud and Liz Handler for capturing some of the action during our work day.  
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All Saint’s Day, November 7th 
Remembering those who have died during the Pandemic 

I  had hoped to resume soup lunches in October as has been our 
normal start time for the last 10 or 11 years and had even begun 
to think about soups to prepare. Always like to start with 
butternut squash soup and French bread.  

 
 But I (we) have to be patient a while longer until our current Covid 
numbers have dropped to a level which makes it comfortable and safe to 
share a meal together in our building.  I have said to many of you: “all I 
really want to do right now is make soup and sing in the choir 
again!”  Someday that will happen; we just need to stay strong and 
continue to “wait well.”     

A t 10 a.m. on Sunday, November 7th, St. Paul's will hold a memorial service to celebrate the lives 
of family members and friends who have died during the past nineteen months, including Bob 
Frye, Mark McGrath and Nancy Ridings. Due to the pandemic, we 
were not able to hold full memorial services for any of these 

individuals. Please join us on the 7th for a time of worship and thanksgiving, in 
person or via the livestream. 
 
.  

No Soup Yet! 
—by Betsy Elkins, Frustrated Soup Maker 

R eminder that Church School is every Sunday 
in the Chapel. Gathering time is 9:50 a.m. 
and children ages 3-9 years old are welcome 
to attend. A new Bible story is presented each 

week along with an activity related to the story.  Children will 
join the congregation at 10:50 for communion.   
 
 For more information please visit St. Paul’s website: 
wwwstpaulsyr.org. Click on ‘Formation’ and then ‘Children’s 
Ministry’. The registration form is available online. 

Church School: The Fun has Begun 
—by Jeanne Avery & Carolyn Grieb 
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O ur downtown neighbor Michael Sgro of Michael Sgro Leadership Coaching on Warren Street 
announces his upcoming empathy conference to be held virtually on October 13 and 14.  For 
details about how to register and to see an impressive line-up of speakers go to this 
website:  https://www.michaelsgro.com/post/empathy-conference-october-13-14 

V ery soon we will be welcoming Afghan refugees to Syracuse and many at St. Paul’s have 
begun to talk about how we can help with the resettlement of these new neighbors. The 
Mission and Service Ministry Team met this week with Daryl Files, a representative from the 
Center for New Americans of Interfaith Works with whom St. Paul’s has an ongoing 

relationship.  A number of specific possibilities were presented to us that we will explore in the weeks ahead 
to discern how we at St. Paul’s can best support and help these refugees.  
 
 On Sunday October 17 the Mission and Service Ministry Team will host a discussion between services 
at which time we will present what we have learned and seek input from other parishioners.  Mark your 
calendar and plan to join us after the 8 a.m. service in the Hanson Dining Room for this important dialogue.  

Empathy Conference 
—by Betsy Elkins 

Helping our New Neighbors 
—by Betsy Elkins, Mission & Service Ministry Team Convener 

Congratulations to David Ridings! 
—by Debbie Bogan 
 

C ongratulations to David A. A. Ridings. He was 
honored by the Everson Museum with their 
Distinguished Service Award 2021, at the 
Everson's Annual Picnic on September 17. Thank 

you Mr. Ridings for your very generous support of the arts in our 
Community. 

https://www.michaelsgro.com/post/empathy-conference-october-13-14
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Sunday, October 3, 8:00 am, Worship – In person 
Sunday, October 3, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In person 
Sunday, October 3, 10:00 am, Baptism of Sophia Elizabeth Glavin 
Sunday, October 3, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers  
 
Monday, October 4, 3:30 pm, Finance Committee—Montgomery Zoom  
Tuesday, October 5, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Montgomery Zoom  
Tuesday, October 5, 2:00 pm, Bible Study with Father Philip – Montgomery Zoom  
Wednesday, October 5,1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom 
Saturday, October 5, 7:30 pm, Concert-Syracuse Friends of Chamber Music  
 
Sunday, October 10, 8:00 am, Worship – In person 
Sunday, October 10, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In person 
Sunday, October 10,  2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers  
 
Monday, October 11, HOLIDAY 
Tuesday, October 12, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom 
Tuesday, October 12, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom  
Tuesday, October 12, 5:00 pm, Vestry Meeting – In Person Brewster Room  
Wednesday, October 13, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom 
Saturday, October 16, 10:00 am, Open Pantry Drop Off until Noon—Fayette Street Door 
 
Sunday, October 17, 8:00 am, Worship – In person 
Sunday, October 17, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In person 
Sunday, October 17, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers  
 
Tuesday, October 19, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom 
Tuesday, October 19, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom  
Tuesday, October 19, 7:30 pm, Feminist Theology—Special Zoom Link (see Laurie Sanderson) 
Wednesday, October 20, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom 
 
Sunday, October 24, 8:00 am, Worship – In person 
Sunday, October 24, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In person 
Sunday, October 24, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers  
Sunday, October 24, 4:00 pm, Choral Evensong 
 
 
Tuesday, October 26, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom 
Tuesday, October 26, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom  
Tuesday, October 26, 5:00 pm, Buildings & Grounds – Montgomery Zoom 
Wednesday, October 27, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom 
Saturday, October 30, 7:30 pm, Concert-Syracuse Friends of Chamber Music  
 
Sunday, October 31, 8:00 am, Worship – In person 
Sunday, October 31, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In person 
Sunday, October 31, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers  

 

October Calendar 
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The Downtown Living Tour ad from 2007. 

Help Solve the Mystery: Someone sent this great article from 2007 to the office. Was it you? 
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310 Montgomery Street 
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