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 As we consider this passage from the Gospel of Mark, I hope you won't mind listening to a 

piece of music for a few moments. This is the introductory music for a ballet called, The Rite of 

Spring, first performed in 1914. As you can hear, the music is unusual. 

 Especially when compared with the music of the previous era, The Rite of Spring marked a 

turning point in classical music. Many people in the audience were quite unprepared for the music. 

A few minutes into the ballet the music sounded like this.  

 Some members of the audience were quite upset by the music, the dancing and the story. 

Fights broke out among members of the audience and police officers had to be summoned to 

establish order in the concert hall. The Rite of Spring was a radical departure from the musical 

world of the early 20th century.  

 If The Rite of Spring had been Stravinsky's first composition, I am not sure it would have 

performed. Fortunately, Stravinsky had a reputation for beautiful, creative music. In 1910 the 

world had been introduced to Stravinsky's music through The Firebird ballet. The Firebird 

sounded like this.  

 Stravinsky came to be one of the most well-loved composers of the 20th century. 

Stravinsky's musical language was extremely creative. His writing for the instruments of the 

orchestra exhibited their unique sounds and capabilities in powerful new ways. Stravinsky brought 

new approaches to rhythm and melodies to classical music.  

 It is interesting that a composer who brought radical, new ideas to the world of classical 

music, became one of the most popular composers of the 20th century. Stravinsky appeared on the 

cover of Time magazine. One of the reasons for Stravinsky's popularity is that works such as The 

Firebird created an entry point into his music for a broad audience of listeners.  

 None of us were there for the first performance of The Rite of Spring. I would guess that 

many people in the audience were unable to make the enormous leap from the music they expected 

to hear at a ballet to Stravinsky's complex, stark, rhythmically jarring music. The music was very 

different from what they had heard before. I can only guess people in the audience felt insecure 

and threatened. For them it was like traveling quickly from Hawaii to the North Pole in winter, 

with no time to change from shorts and a t-shirt into long underwear and a snowsuit. 

 People needed a point of entry into Stravinsky's music. Over time The Firebird Suite 

became that mediation point or entry point. Most people could not go straight to the radical new 

language of The Rite of Spring. But they could learn some of Stravinsky's new language by 

listening to The Firebird. 

 There are many times and situations where we cannot make the leap from A - Z in one 

enormous jump. We need a point of mediation. We need something in between. If your doctor tells 

you to lose fifty pounds, you probably won't feel motivated to begin losing weight. It's too much of 

a leap. We need to have goals that seem reasonable and doable. 

 In a similar way, Jesus' message is sometimes a radical departure from everything we have 

learned in life. Jesus said, You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 

rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but 

whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 

among you must be slave of all. 

 Those of us who, like James and John, hope to play a significant role, find this difficult to 

accept. In God's family, those who hope to be leaders must be servants of all. Whoever wishes to 

be great must be slave of all.  



 Unlike some of Jesus' other teachings, this is not difficult to understand. The problem goes 

much deeper. We just don't want to do it. We just can't seem to do it. We cannot understand why 

we would do this. 

 Jesus tells leaders in our churches, families and other institutions to stop accumulating more 

power for themselves and do the reverse, to give up their power. Many of us practice for years and 

years, trying to not put ourselves first, but to serve others. After years of practice it is still difficult 

for some of us, including for me. It is difficult for leaders in the church and other situations to 

serve others as slaves, putting the needs of others first. 

 Jesus is telling those who seek to be leaders to make a radical change in their perspective, to 

make the leap from A - Z. I want to suggest that sometimes it is impossible for us to move from A-

Z in a single leap. The most helpful approach might be to find a point of mediation. We might 

begin by moving to some sort of entry point. We need an entry point into Jesus' language of 

servant leadership. From there we may begin to follow Jesus' directions to empower others, to 

listen to others, to serve others, to put others' needs above our own. 

 It should be no surprise that our point of mediation would come from Hebrew scriptures, 

because the Hebrew scriptures were the foundation for Jesus. Our entry point into the challenging 

ideas of Jesus is found in our passage from the book of Job. Where were you when I laid the 

foundation of the earth? We were not there. Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, or given 

understanding to the mind? It wasn't me. 

 Our entry point into the radical teaching of Jesus is rooted in these ideas from the book of 

Job. Our point of mediation is to come to the understanding that everything we have is a gift from 

God. This wood? We may have carved it or purchased it, but God was the creator. This water? 

Water is a treasure of God's creation. These friends and family members? These are God's great 

gifts to us. 

 When I understand my clothes are a gift from God and not something I earned, then I stop 

being envious of the clothes of others. When I understand the hour I spend with my friend or with 

my sister is a gift from God, then I move to a posture of gratitude. When we understand everything 

we have is a gift from God, we move away from a posture of selfishness. 

 All through the Gospel of Mark Jesus has been inviting people to set aside their 

identifications as members of their little groups in order to take on a new identity as members of 

God's family. This is primarily about moving from concern about myself to concern for others.   

 It is only after I have moved into a posture of gratitude that I am able to be a servant of 

others. As I move into the understanding that everything I have is a gift from God, I am able to put 

the interests of others above my own. When I realize the abilities and the power I have are gifts 

from God, then I have the possibility of giving away my power for the sake of serving others. 

 Jesus says, whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant. This seems 

like an enormous change for many of us. So some of us have found ways to practice being a 

servant, at least once a week. We volunteer at the Samaritan Center or some other place where we 

can practice servant leadership.  

 Giving up three hours of your time may sound like an enormous burden or challenge. Our 

Samaritan Center volunteers will tell you the opportunity to practice being a servant leader is a 

blessing. Jesus calls us to serve others as slaves, not just because this is the way things work in 

God's family, but because this way brings new life to us as well as to our communities. 

 So, if you are feeling exhausted, turn your attention outside your own weary self. If you 

come to the place where you feel life is going nowhere, turn toward the way of serving others. If 

you feel alone, step more fully into the family of God's people. 

  


